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TROUBLESOME DOUBLOON 



O UPPER Y STARK knew he vu being 

followed He could smell a cop a mile 
off and these men were^mueh closer than 
that. They muat ba*c awn him palm the 
coin — * coin that in itself was worth a mint 
of money. And now they were after him to 
catch him with the food*. Bat they hadn't 
caught him yet. 

The itealing of the coin bad hern a rirnple 
matter. There were crowd* of people mill- 
ing around the rare coin display at the In- 
ternational Exposition. And while one of 
Slippery*! bcyi started an argument to at- 
tract the attention of the crowd and the 
guard*. Slippery made off with the coin. 



Bui ftomcone most hare seen Slippery 
make off with the rare (old doubloon and 
now they were hot on hit traiL He bad to 
hide it somewhere and hide it quickly be- 
cause the eop« were shortening the distance 
between Slippery ami themselves. Bui 
where? 

i 

Turning the corner. Slippery rnddenly 
got a wonderful idea. Here wa» the perfect 
way to solve his problem. Seated on the 
sidewalk and resting his back against the 
side of a buildinr wa* Blind Barney, the 
bergar. Around hi* neck am a sign that 
read; HELP THE BLIND. In hi» right hand, 
Barney held a battered tin cup. Looking 
quieklr behind him. Slippery saw that the 
cops had not yet turned the corner. 

Hurriedly. Slippery Stark dropped the 
gold doubloon into the tin cup. It made ft 
tinkling sound as it hit the bottom. 

Thank you for your kindneia/* said 
Blind Barney. 



Slippery did not bear the beggar's words. 
Re waa thinking about retrieving the coin 
later. He. would wait an hour or m> and then 
come back. If Blind Barney refused to part 
with the eoin, then Slippery would ha?c to 
treat him rough. But Slipper)' would gel it 
back. 

Then he heard someone saying His name. 
He turned and saw that the men who had 

been trailing him had caught up with him 
at latt. 

-Okay. Slippery. Come along with us/* 

**Yh*t for. Copper? I ain*t done nothing 
wrong," 



:"ve got a few questions to ask you 

down at the station house about a mi»sing 

doubloon."* 

**I don't know what you're talking about.** 
Slippery said indignantly. "But I got noth- 
ing to hide Ten coming but 1 think you're 
voting your time." 

At the station bouse, they questioned him 
and searched him and questioned him Mint 
more. Bel they found no evidence to con- 
ned him srith the diaappearanee of the rare 
coin. Finally they had to let him go. 

As he left the ttation house. Slippery 
whistled a merry tune. Tho*e copper* were 
a sxnpid lot. They couldn't pin a tail on the 
donkey in a game of Blind Mini Bluff. 

Making certain that he wasn't being fol- 
lowed again* Slippery hurried back to Blind 
Barney. .Then he made himself alow down. 
He didn't want to create any suspicion at 
alL So he sauntered along the streets, look- 



sag into the" shop window*, as if he Lad ail 

the lime in the world. 

Finally flippery Stark reached the cor- 
ner mtImr Blind Baroe* Ml And there he 
nt jingling ni* tin cup to attract the at- 
tention of the pas*ervby. Vhat a sad sack, 
thought Slippery as he walked toward Bar- 
nev. Sitting on the sidewalk day after day 
in all kind-* of weather. Tearing .habby. 
- threadbare clothe*. And today the poor fool 
had a fortune in hit liri cap and didn't even 
"know it. 

A woman walking nearby dug deep into 
her purac and broutbt out a niekeL Slip- 
pery watched Blind Barney imile as the 
cola dropped into the cup. He beard ihr 
bc&ar * worda of thanks Then the »oman 
*a* rone and now ihe coast ^aa clear. 

"Hello, Barney," said Slippery. "How's 
every little thing?** 

"Your WCa? is no! familiar to roe, air," 
»aid the beggar turning* bis »ightleM eye* in 
Slippery** direction. "Do I know you?" 

~No, we never met. But I got a proposi- 
tion to make you. Ill gne jou five bock* 
in cash for everything you got in your tin 
cup.** 



s 



"But I don*t understand, sir. The 
tents of my cup are not worth more than 
a few dollar*." 

-Look, FffC waited enough tiror with you. 
Hand over that cup.** 

' The blind man becoming suddenly afraid 
thraak back against the walL He held the 
cup behind him as though to protect it- 
Slippery bent down, reaching for the cup. 

i 

~L*t go of that cup or III *lug >ou.** 
Slippery marled. 



* 

•I think it's use fori* to do mm* ataa- 

png," answered the blind man and hi* nat 

eamnected with Slippery a jaw 

The blow ten; Slippery sU$5erina> TThea 
be got to hi. feet, he aaw that Blind Barney 
had aUo ri*en and was wailing for him. 
Slippery pulled a gun. 

"You got aomething that belongs to nx 
and uniew you turn it over right ****T • _• »l 
I'm gonna shoot-"" 

- With a quick kick, the blind man sent tba 

gun spinning right out of Slippery*! hand. 
Then he spoke. 

. "a* have nothing that belonp to you. And 
if you're talking about the gold doubloon, 
)ou can hardly say thai that belonp to you. w i 

"It's mine and Tm going to get It away 
from you . . .** and Slippery lunged at Blind 
Barney. But suddenly strong handa restrain- 
ed Slippery. A policeman grabbed him £am 
ibe back and pinioned his arm*. Slippery 
struggled but he held him fast- Then to Slip- 
pery a amaxernent. Blind Barney removed 
the dark glasaes. It wasn't Blind Barney at 
alL It waa a man who could see and Slippery 
just knew he waa a cop. 



-H-how did you guys get here? ^"bo r-raU 
ted on me?"" stuttered Slippery Stark. 

"You're not as smart as you think. Slip- 
pery. You overlooked the fact that a blind 
man ha* an unusually scute sense of hear- 
ing. VThen you dropped the doubloon into 
the tin cup, it didn't sound like a nickel 
or a penny or a dime. So Blind Barney got 
suipicious- He called ua in.** 



w Tbafs just the way it waa.** said the 
<.ho had diaguised bimaelf as the begj**. 
"And you walked into our trap wills 
eves wide open." 
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